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No.9 (Ariette) [Polisson]
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No.10 Rondo [Fiken]
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Johan David Zander

Johan David Zander (1752-1796) foddes i en musikerfamilj. Fadern, som bar samma
namn, tillhérde det kapell som medf6ljde hertigen av Holstein-Gottorp, Adolf Fredrik, nir
denne kom till Stockholm 1743 for att bli svensk tronfoljare.

1772 anstilldes Johan Zander som violinist i Kungl. Hovkapellet och blev 1787 dess
konsertmaistare, en post som han innehade till sin dod. Vid sidan av anstillningen deltog
Zander aktivt i Stockholms musikliv som bidde musiker och tonsittare.

I mitten av 1780-talet eftertridde han Johann Christian Friedrich Haeffner som mu-
sikalisk ledare vid Carl Stenborgs teater dir populira forestallningar pd svenska spelades.
Zander skrev musik till uppsittningarna — allt fran tillagda musikstycken till mer genom-
komponerad musik. Den franska opéra comique var en uppenbar férebild. Enligt Martin
Tegen kan Zander betraktas "som den frimste foretradaren for det svenska singspelet”.

Johan Zander var ocksi lirare i violinspel vid Musikaliska akademiens undervisnings-
verk 1785 och 1788-96, vid Kungl. Teatern 1786—87. Han var ocksi medlem av bade Par
Bricole och sillskapet Utile Dulci, tvéd centrala musikmiljéer i det gustavianska Stockholm.

Johan Zander invaldes som ledamot nr 102 i Kungl. Musikaliska akademien den 22
januari 1788.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande Musikarv

Kopparslagaren

Kopparslagaren var Carl Envallssons och Johan David Zanders forsta samarbete. Envalls-
son hade arbetat som s.k. litterdrt bidtride hos Carl Stenborg péa dennes teater pa Eriks-
berg. Stenborg, som var anstilld pd Operan, hade med Gustaf I1L:s tillstind, tagit 6ver
sin fars teaterverksamhet 1781 (de s.k. Stenborgska teatrarna). Han inredde en ny teater
pa egendomen Eriksberg i Humlegarden och kallade den Svenska Theatern. Eftersom
Humlegarden vid den hir tiden lig i avligsna trakter, utnyttjande man den dventyr-

liga firden dit som en attraktion i sig. Svenska Theatern blev snabbt Stockholms forsta
Operett-teater dir flertalet kinda tonsittares verk spelades och teatern gick lysande. Carl
Christoffer Gjorwell skriver till Gustaf Johan Ehrensvird (Operans forste chef som da
var minister i Haag): "Herr Stenborgs teater pa Trisket ar i ett verkligt tilltagande” och i
Stockholmsposten 1782 heter det:

Ledsnad den dir fula sorten
som kan tira ben och mirg,
far, par Dieu, den bista boten
véra dar pd Eriksberg,.

Det var bl.a. for denna teater som Envallsson skrev, dversatte och bearbetade ett attio-
tal teaterstycken, varav ett tiotal var hans egna original dit Kopparslagaren hér. 1 sin tid
motsvarade han August Blanche, och Envallsson kom att ha en banbrytande betydelse
for det komiska singspelet och vaudevillen i Sverige. Hans styrka lig i en siker drama-
turgisk kinsla, en formaga till drastisk, litt brinnvinsdoftande komik samt en sikerhet
i att fi musik och text att bli en enhet i stycket. Han drev hejdlst med sin samtids lit-
terdra potentater och filosofen Thomas Thorilds hexameter rikade ofta illa ut, vilket fick
Thorild att med tanke pa teaterns lige, kalla Envallsson for "Triskets genius”.

Stenborgs kapellmistare var Johan David Zander. Denne var violinist i Hovkapellet
(han blev andre konsertmistare 1788) och skulle med Kopparslagaren inleda sitt sam-
arbete med Svenska Theatern och Envallsson. Kopparslagaren blev en omedelbar succé.
Den spelades 56 ganger i Stockholm och 18 i Goteborg under dren 1781-90 och kom att
spelas inda fram till 1808. Med kvickhet och gott humér berittar den om hur ett ungt
par (Fiken och Carl) drar en gammal kirlekskrank kopparslagare (Matths) vid ndsan. Pa
vigen hinner Envallsson driva med 6verheten (ridman Farberg) och en inbilsk, 16jlig ele-
gant (Polisson) som efter tre veckor i Paris glomt ("oublierat”) sitt modersmal. En forsla-
gen tjansteflicka (Lisken) och en rittradig syster till kopparslagaren fullbordar sillskapet.



Zanders musik dr fyndig och infallsrik, dramatiskt effektiv och sangligt tacksam.
Musiken dr knappast verkligt personlig, men Zander har litt for att finna bra melodier
for ritt situationer. Visserligen tog han 6ver uttrycksmedel fran franska opéra-comique
men genom en elegant och differentierad orkestersats formar han utveckla och variera
sin musik. Zanders vokalstimmor ir oftast tacksamma samtidigt som han stiller f6rhal-
landevis hoga krav pd singarna med ibland omfangsrika koloraturer. I kupletterna och
romanserna kommer han nira en folklig ton och de vilformade uvertyrerna hér till de
tacksammare bland den gustavianska epokens orkesterstycken.

Framgangen med Kopplarslagaren gjorde att Envalsson och Zander kom att samar-
beta vidare med Njugg spar och fan tar 1784 och Zander kom ocksi att leverera en del
danser och arrangemang till Envallssons kanske storsta succé, Kronofogdarne, 1787. Med
Zanders dod i februari 1796 tynade musikpjaserna pa Svenska Theatern sakta bort och
sa dven det svenska komiska sangspelet. Nar Envallsson dog i juli 1806 var hans konst
lika bortglomd som han sjilv. Kopparslagaren framfordes f.f.g. i modern tid i Vadstena-
akademien ar 2000
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Johan David Zander

Johan David Zander (1752-1796) was born into a family of musicians. His father, who
bore the same name, belonged to the court that followed the Duke of Holstein-Gottorp,
Adolf Frederick, when he came to Stockholm in 1743 to ascend the Swedish throne.

In 1772, Johan Zander was hired as a violinist in the Kungliga Hovkapellet (the Royal
Court Orchestra) and became its leader in 1787, a post he held until his death. Along-
side this position, Zander participated actively in the Stockholm music scene as both a
musician and composer.

In the mid 1780s, he succeeded Johann Christian Friedrich Haeffner as musical di-
rector at Carl Stenborg’s theatre, which gave performances of popular entertainments in
Swedish. Zander wrote music for these productions — everything from incidental music
to more through-composed pieces. The French opéra comique was an important influen-
ce. According to Martin Tegen, Zander may be regarded as ‘the foremost representative
of the Swedish lyrical drama’.

Johan Zander was also a violin teacher at the educational institution of the Royal Swe-
dish Academy of Music in 1785 and from 1788 to 1796, and at the Kungliga Teatern
(the Royal Opera) 1786—87. He was also a member of both the Par Bricole brotherhood
and the Utile Dulci society, two central musical contexts in Gustavian Stockholm.

Johan Zander was elected as no. 102 in Kungliga Musikaliska akademien (the Royal
Swedish Academy of Music) in January 22, 1788.

© Gunnar Ternhag, Levande Musikarv
Transl. Robin McGinley

Kopparslagaren

Kopparslagaren (The Coppersmith) was the first production on which Carl Envallsson
and Johan David Zander collaborated. Envallsson had been ‘literary assistant’ to Carl
Stenborg at his Eriksberg theatre. Stenborg, an Opera employee, had, with Gustaf III’s
permission, taken over his father’s theatrical business (the ‘Stenborg Theatres’) in 1781.
He fitted out a new theatre on the Eriksberg property in Humlegarden and called it Den
Svenska Theatern. Humlegérden at this time was a long way from the centre of town,
and the hazardous journey there was exploited as an attraction in its own right. The
Svenska Theatern soon became Stockholm’s first light opera stage, presenting works by
most of the well-known composers of the day, and it prospered. Carl Christofter Gjor-



well writes to Gustaf Johan Ehrensvird (the Opera’s first director, at this time Minister to
The Hague): ‘Mr Stenborg’s theatre in Trisket [the Swamp] is really catching on’, and in
the Stockholmsposten newspaper in 1782 we read:

Ledsnad den dir fula sorten
som kan tira ben och mirg,
far, par Dieu, den bista boten
véra dar pa Eriksberg.

[Tedium, soul-destroying spectre,
Harbinger of blackest night,
Finds at Eriksberg’s new theatre
Solace mixed with true delight.]

It was partly for this theatre that Envallsson authored, translated and adapted some
eighty scripts, about ten of which, Kopparslagaren among them, were his own creations.
He prefigures a later popular author, August Blanche, and he laid the foundations in
Sweden of the comic Singspiel and vaudeville. His strength consisted in his unerring
sense of timing, his capacity for drastic, somewhat boozy comedy, and deftness in the
combined handling of words and music. He relentlessly taunted the literary greats of his
time, and the philosopher Thomas Thorild’s hexameters often received very short shrift,
prompting that author, with the theatre’s location in mind, to dub Envallsson “Trisket’s
genius’.

Stenborg’s house orchestra was conducted by Johan David Zander. Zander was a
violinist in Hovkapellet, the Royal Court Orchestra (he became second leader in 1788),
and Kopparslagaren inaugurated his collaboration with the Svenska Theatern and Envalls-
son. Kopparslagaren was an instant success. It had 56 performances in Stockholm and 18
in Gothenburg between 1781 and 1790 and stayed on the repertoire till 1808. Wittily
and genially it tells the tale of a young couple (Fiken and Carl) duping a lovesick old
coppersmith (Matths). En route Ervaldsson contrives to make mock of authority (Justice
Firberg) and a conceited, vapid fop (Polisson) who has forgotten (oublierat) his native
language after spending three weeks in Paris. A cunning servant girl (Lisken) and a fair-
minded sister of the coppersmith’s complete the company.

Zander’s music is inventive and varied, dramatically effective and eminently singable.
It is not exactly personal, but Zander excels at finding good tunes for the right situations.
True, he took after the French opéra-comique, but he contrives to develop and vary his
music through elegant, differentiated scoring. The vocal parts are mostly fun to perform,
at the same time as he makes relatively heavy demands on the singers, sometimes with
long, wide-ranging coloraturas. In his couplets and romances he comes near to striking a
popular keynote, and his finely crafted overtures rank among the more enjoyable orchest-
ral pieces of the Gustavian epoch.

The success of Kopparslagaren prompted Envalsson and Zander to collaborate again on
Njugg spar och fan tar in 1784, and Zander also provided a number of dances and ar-
rangements for what was perhaps Envallsson’s greatest success, namely Kronofogdarne in
1787. Following Zander’s death in February 1796, the Svenska Theatern’s Singspiel pro-
ductions slowly dried up, and the Swedish comic Singspiel with them. When Envallsson
died in 1800, both he and his art had been completely forgotten. The first performance
of Kopparslagaren in modern times took place at the Vadstena Academy in 2000.
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