




























Wilhelm Stenhammar

WilhelmStenhammar (1871–1927)is among the greatnames in Swedish
musichistory– now mostlyrememberedas a composer,but equallyrespec-
ted as a pianist and conductorduring his short life.Part of this is due to the
fact that Stenhammar wasactiveduring the formationof modern musical
life,and the foremostnamesof this period haveneverlost their radiance.For
Stenhammar’spart, this is illustratedby the compositionsthat haveconsis-
tently kept their placesas repertoirepieces,on the �rst hand his �rst piano
concerto(B �at minor),Tvåsentimentalaromanser(‘TwoSentimentalRoman-
ces’)for violinand orchestra,the piano pieceSensommarnätter(‘LateSummer
Nights’),solosongssuch as ‘Flickankom ifrån sin älsklingsmöte’(‘�e Girl
Came from MeetingHer Lover’and the choral songs‘Sverige’(‘Sweden’)and
‘I serallietshave’(‘In the SeraglioGarden’).

He acquireda musicaleducationthat wasboth sound and extensive:piano
studiesat Richard Andersson’sSchoolof Music,organ for WilhelmHeintze
and AugustLagergren,counterpoint for JosephDente, compositionfor Emil
Sjögrenand AndreasHallén. Likeso many other Swedishmusicstudentsat
the time, and earlier,he alsotravelledabroad,to Berlin,to study piano.

Stenhammar started performingas a pianist during his studies,and also
began composing.Asa pianist, he began collaboratingwith the violinistTor
Aulin and his string quartet, which wouldcometo developchambermusicin
Sweden.�eir tours around the country are legendary.

He wasa conductor for the StockholmPhilharmonicSocietychoir from
1897 to 1900. In 1902, he wasamong the foundersof what is now known as
the RoyalStockholmPhilharmonicOrchestra in Stockholm.He alsoconduc-
ted at the RoyalOpera and wasartistic directorof what wasthen the Gothen-
burg OrchestraAssociationfrom 1907 to 1922. In tandem with his careeras
a pianist and conductor,Stenhammar wasa composer.However,the former
activitieswouldperiodicallyeclipsehis other work,but as a fully-�edged musi-
cian and conductor,he wasnot forcedto composeon commission,as many of
his colleagueswere.

On November29, 1900 Wilhelm Stenhammar waselectedto the Royal
Academyof Musicas memberno. 501.
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About the edition

LevandeMusikarv’s(SwedishMusicalHeritage’s)emendatededitionsare
editoriallyrevisedand correctedversionsof previouslyprinted material,with
commentson the correctionsand amendmentsinsertedas footnotes.Ad-
justmentsto slurs,accidentals,accentsand articulationmarks that havenot
a�ected the readinghavebeen made without comment.

Originallypublishedby Wilhelm Hansen, Copenhagennr 16377–16379.
Texton the front page:”WilhelmHansen / Edition / No. 1798 / Stenham-

mar / Op. 33 / Sensommarnätter/ Fem pianostycken/ Hefte I. No. 1–3 ”.
Yearof publication:1916.


